
 

 
Maëlenn Mari GUERCHET  -  PhD 

 
French National Research Institute for Sustainable Development  

Atlantic Fellow for Equity in Brain Health 
maelenn.guerchet@ird.fr 

 
 

Education 
 

PhD, Public Health and Epidemiology, University of Limoges (France), Thesis: Epidemiology of dementia in sub-
Saharan Africa: tools, prevalence and risk factors (2007-2010) 
MSc, Human Biology – Epidemiology and Biostatistics, University of Bordeaux 2 (France), Dissertation: 
Cognitive Impairment in elderly living in rural Benin: prevalence and risk factors (2007) 

 
Experience  

 

 December 2020: 
Researcher, French National Research Institute for Sustainable Development, France 
Member of the Steering Committee, UMR 1094 Inserm - IRD associated research unit – Tropical 
Neuroepidemiology (NET), University of Limoges (France). 
 

 September 2019- August 2020:  
Atlantic Fellow for Equity in Brain Health, Global Brain Health Institute, University of California San Francisco 
(USA). 
 

 2016-2020:  
Steering Group member of the WYLD (World Young Leaders in Dementia) network. 

The World Young Leaders in Dementia (WYLD) is a network of passionate, young professionals working 
across disciplines and borders to develop innovative dementia solutions - millennials from clinical, academic, 
care, advocacy and commercial backgrounds who have united to improve the lives of people with dementia 
across the globe (https://wyldementia.org). 

 

 July 2013- July 2019: 
Post-doctoral researcher, Centre for Global Mental Health, Health Service and Population Research 
Department, Institute of Psychiatry, Psychology and Neuroscience, King’s College London.  

Coordination of the Global Observatory for Ageing and Dementia Care (systematic reviewing and report 
writing). 
Participation to the 10/66 Dementia Research Group activities (data analysis, dissemination, 
collaborations). 
Investigator of a population-based study on dementia in Kintampo, rural Ghana (PhD project, N.A.A 
Agyeman).  

 

 December 2010- June 2013:  
Post-doctoral researcher, Inserm UMR1094 Tropical Neuroepidemiology, University of Limoges, France 
Principal investigator of a programme on the Epidemiology of Dementia in Central Africa, funded by the French 
National Agency for Research (ANR-09-MNPS-009-01) 

Coordination of the programme, supervision of the data collection (rural and urban areas, Central African 
Republic and Republic of Congo), data merging, data analysis, dissemination and report writing. 

Investigator of the Follow-up of older people living in Central Africa, funded by the AXA Research Grant (2012-
Project-Public Health Institute (Inserm)-PREUX Pierre-Marie).  

Coordination and supervision of the programme (Republic of Congo), data management, data analysis, 
dissemination and report writing. 

Investigator of a prevalence study of dementia in elderly living in Laos (Asia). 
 

 2008-2011: 
Principal Investigator of the EDAC multicenter epidemiological survey (Bangui & Brazzaville), funded by the 
French Ministry of Foreign Affairs (CORUS 6024-4) 

Coordination of the programme, supervision of data collection (urban areas, Central African Republic and 
Republic of Congo), data management, data analysis, dissemination and report writing. 

 

 January-August 2009: 
Academic Assistant, School of Medicine, University of Limoges  

Contribution to the teaching activities including epidemiology, public health and statistics to medical students 
(lectures and practicals, supervision of group activities). 

https://wyldementia.org/


 

 

 
 
 

 April-May 2008: 
Supervision of a prevalence study of dementia in elderly ≥65 living in Cotonou, funded by the Ministry of Health, 
Benin (West Africa).  

Training of the interviewers, quality control, and dissemination. 
 

 July-December 2008 and December 2007-February 2008:  
Research Assistant, Inserm U897 Epidemiology and Biostatistics, University of Bordeaux 2 Victor Segalen 

Contribution to the development of an online training programme on critical appraisal, for health workers 
and medical students. 
 

Academic Activities  
 

- 2019 – present: Permanent member of the examination board, MSc Epidemiology of Chronic Conditions, 
Member of the examination board, MSc Tropical Neuroepidemiology and Parasitology, University of 
Limoges (France).  
 

- 2018: Member of the Research Scientific Committee (RSC) of the COSMIC: Cohort Studies of Memory in 
an International Consortium. 

 

- 2015 – present:  Honorary Lecturer, Institute of Psychiatry, Psychology and Neuroscience (KCL), 
Associate Fellow of the Higher Education Academy, UK. 

Lectures & Practicals for MSc courses (Global Mental Health, Applied Mental Health Research, 
Neurosciences)  
 

- 2013 – 2016: Co-module leader of the core module “Principles of Psychiatric Epidemiology and 
Psychiatric Research’, MScs Global Mental Health and Mental Health Services and Population Research, 
Institute of Psychiatry, Psychology and Neuroscience, King’s College London. 
Curriculum design, Lectures & Practicals, exam design and marking for MSc courses (Global Mental 
Health, Mental Health Services and Population Research, Neurosciences)  
 

- 2011 – present: Supervisor of PhD and MSc students.  

 Angeladine Kenne Malaha, PhD thesis (1st supervisor): ‘Socio-economic burden of dementia in 
sub-Saharan Africa: example of Benin’, 2019-2022 (University of Limoges)   

 Antoine Samson Gbessemehlan, PhD thesis (2nd supervisor): ‘Sensory deficits and negative 
outcomes (cognitive disorders, quality of life, dependence and frailty) among older people in 
Central Africa’, 2018-2021 (University of Limoges) 

 Inès Yoro-Mantohou, PhD thesis (2nd supervisor): ‘Behavioural disorders among older people in 
sub-Saharan Africa’, 2016-2019 (University of Limoges) 

 Naana A.A. Agyeman, PhD thesis (1st supervisor): ‘The prevalence and socio-cultural features 
of dementia among older people in Kintampo, Ghana’, 2013-2017 (King’s College London). 

 Harielle Samba, PhD thesis (2nd supervisor): ‘Cognitive and vascular follow-up of older people 
in Central Africa’, 2012-1016 (University of Limoges) 

 Sophie Pilleron, PhD thesis (2nd supervisor): ‘Psychosocial and nutritional factors of cognitive 
disorders in Central Africa’, 2011-2014 (University of Limoges) 
 

 Samantha Ofili, MSc: ‘Investigating the Role of B12 Deficiency in Dementia Prevalence, 
Incidence and Mortality in Puerto Rican Older Adults (10/66 studies)’, 2016 (King’s College 
London) 

 Inès Yoro-Mantohou, MSc: ‘Prevalence of Behavioural and Psychological Symptoms of Dementia 
among older adults in Central Africa (EPIDEMCA study)’, 2016 (University of Limoges) 

 Dorasse Rabaneivo, MSc: ‘Validation of the French version of the Geriatric Mental State – 
Package’, 2015 (University of Limoges) 

 Nathalie Bouscaren, MSc: ‘Toxoplasmosis: factor associated with dementia. A result from the 
EPIDEMCA study’, 2014 (University of Limoges) 

 Céline Picot, MSc: ‘Exploratory study of visual function and quality of life among older adults in 
Congo’, 2013 (University of Limoges) 

 Xia Bouapao, MSc: ‘Prevalence of dementia among elderly from the Hmong and non-Hmong 
communities in PDR Lao’, 2013 (University of Limoges) 



 

 

 Harielle Samba, MSc: ‘Epidemiology of dementia in Central Africa. Associated factors with 
dementia : a case-control study’, 2012 (University of Limoges) 
 

- 2010 – 2013: Lecture & Practicals on ‘Methodology and practical aspects of epidemiological studies in Low 
and Middle Income Countries’, MSc Tropical Neuroepidemiology and Parasitology, University of Limoges, 
France. 

- 2012: Course in Epidemiology, Medical Society of Congo, Brazzaville, Congo. 
- 2010: Practicals in Statistics, School of Medicine, University of Limoges, France.   

 
 

Conference presentations  
 

Invited speaker 
- December 2020, Alzheimer’s Disease International 34th International Conference, Round table – Global 

Burden of dementia (virtual) 
- December 2020, Brain Ageing and Dementia in Developing Countries Symposium (virtual seminar) 
- March 2018, University College London Student for Global Health, Leaving No Mind Behind: Global Mental 

Health Conference, London, UK. 
- December 2017, World Health Organization - Technical meeting on the implementation of the Global 

Action Plan on Public Health Response to Dementia 2017-2025, Geneva, Switzerland.  
- December 2016, Brain Ageing and Dementia in Low and Middle Income Countries, Nairobi, Kenya. 
- December 2014, 5th International Course in Neuroepidemiology, Erice, Italy 
- December 2012, Brain Ageing and Dementia in Developing Countries Symposium, Nairobi, Kenya 

Speaker 
- July 2017, Alzheimer’s Association International Conference, London, UK. 
- November 2015, World Congress of Neurology, Santiago, Chile. 
- April 2015, International Association of Gerontology and Geriatrics European Region Congress, Dublin, 

Ireland. 

 
Grant income 
 

- 2020, Pilot Award for Global Brain Health Leaders - ‘Revision and validation of the short 10/66 dementia 
diagnostic assessment for older populations in Kintampo, Ghana’: $25,000 (applicant)  

- 2018, , APREL Limoges University Hospital ‘Pilot study – Helping Carers to Care: feasibility of a 
psychosocial intervention for dementia caregivers in Benin’: 20,000 € (co-applicant) 

- 2017, King’s Worldwide Partnership Fund: £ 3 100 (applicant) 
- 2015, LECMA (Ligue Européenne contre la Maladie d’Alzheimer) travel grant: 500€ (applicant) 
- 2012, APREL Limoges University Hospital, ‘EPIDEMCA-FU - Follow-up of elderly people living in Central 

Africa’: 50 000€ (co-applicant)  
- 2012, AXA Research Fund, ‘EPIDEMCA-FU - Follow-up of elderly people living in Central Africa’ (2012-

Project-Public Health Institute (Inserm)-PREUX Pierre-Marie): 242 690€ (co-applicant) 
- 2009, French National Agency for Research, ‘EPIDEMCA - Epidemiology of Dementia in Central Africa’ 

(ANR-09-MNPS-009-01): 468 000€ (co-applicant) 
- 2009, Fondation pour la Recherche Médicale, 1-year PhD Scholarship: 30 000€ (applicant) 
- 2008, International Cooperation Program (capacity-building), Limousin Region (France), ‘Mental Health 

& Neuropsychiatric Epidemiology in two Central African countries (CAR and Congo)’: 5 944€ (co-
applicant) 

 

Peer-reviewed publications 
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